
Letter to DHS requesting TPS for Lebanon August 2021 

Tuesday August 3rd, 2021 
 
 
President Joseph R. Biden 
The White House  
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
 
Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas 
US Department of Homeland Security 
3801 Nebraska Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20016 
 
 
LOCAL AND NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS CALL FOR IMMEDIATE 36-MONTH 
OF TEMPORARY PROTECTED STATUS FOR LEBANON  
 
 
 
Dear President Biden and Secretary Mayorkas, 
 
 
 
The undersigned write to call for an immediate 36-month designation of Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS) for Lebanon in light of the recent escalation in the general collapse of a nation 
compounded by civil & political unrest, economic breakdown, humanitarian crisis, COVID-19, 
the repercussions of the Big Beirut Blast and the aftermath of a 12-year hosting of 1.5 million 
Syrian Refugees. The Lebanese people found themselves hostages in their own country.  
 
Quoting the world bank on June 1st, 2021, the later designated Lebanon as enduring a severe and 
prolonged economic depression. According to the latest World Bank Lebanon Economic 
Monitor (LEM), the economic and financial crisis is likely to rank in the top 10, possibly top 3, 
most severe crises episodes globally since the mid-nineteenth century.” 
 
The crisis did start in the November 2019, when the Lebanese banking system started imposing 
capital control on people’s savings in the Lebanese banks. The people of Lebanon lost all of their 
hard-earned savings. 
 
The Beirut Blast was an avoidable man-made catastrophe which after one year no justice was 
served to honor the lives of more than 200 deaths, 6,000 injuries and about 300,000 displaced. 
 
The main issues of corruption were until now not addressed whereas the politicians are 
deliberately and intentionally not taking any action in this regard while the Lebanese people are 
the ones suffering the most. 
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Food prices rose about 600%, and the middle-class people are finding themselves unable to get 
the mere basic of food. A major example is the baby milk formula that is not available 
completely in Lebanon. There is a major threat to basic food security.  
 
More than 60% of the whole population is under the poverty line, where even the ones that do 
have savings in the banks are unable to access their money due to the imposed capital control 
that mainly target the Lebanese persons. 
 
On the educational level, the top 5th system in the world, Lebanese students those that ones were 
exemplary worldwide are now dropping out of schools and families are unable to afford 
schooling in general, from clothing, food, transportation etc. Let alone the International students, 
that were once the elite, traveling the world to add to their educational backgrounds, now find 
themselves unable to pay their tuitions and in a midst of a crisis. 
 
The start of the armed confrontations in remote areas and small quartiers as means to protect 
thyself started to take place. People are turning into self-reliance in a securely fragmented 
Lebanon. Every corner is held by a militia. 
 
The complete lack of accountability raises questions as to the viability and the legitimacy of the 
ruling government in Lebanon; as with this intended inaction, the Lebanese government is 
proving to be an accomplice in this planned collapse. 
 
The existence of an armed militia outside the grasp of a government is degrading every concept 
of sovereignty of a country which is leading to a major brain drain. 
 
 
 
Lebanon is heading towards a complete collapse. 
 
With that being said, it is up to the Lebanese to rule out the corrupt ruling elite. However, how 
can an unarmed group of people, confront a mafioso ruling elite and an armed militia? How can 
people trust a clear and honest elections if, corruption is in every corner? 
 
 
The Lebanese people need the backing of the international communities and especially the 
United States of America, the leading country of the world. 
 
 
1 TPS definition 
TPS is effective and a proven policy tool to ensure that the United States does not return anyone 
to a country that has become temporarily unsafe for its residents. Given the conditions in 
Lebanon, including the collapse of the government, significant instability within the political 
leadership, and other foreign factors, an immediate designation of a TPS is warranted and 
necessary. 
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TPS is a statutory status given to nationals of a certain country living in the United States if 
conditions in the country make return unsafe. TPS provides protection from deportation and 
permission to work in the United States for the duration of the designation. 
 
(For more information about the TPS:  
Jill H. Wilson, Temporary Protected Status: Overview and Current Issues, Congressional 
Research Service (April 1, 2020)) 
 
 
 
2 The TPS for Lebanon is warranted under the Law and by Morality 
 
 
 
3 The TPS designation for Lebanon is in line with US Foreign policy and other national Interests 
 
 
 
4 Conclusion 
 
In line of the above mentioned, we urge you to grant the maximum protection possible 
through a 36-month designation of TPS for the Lebanese nationals. This relief will not only 
benefit and protect Lebanese individuals in the United States but also their families and 
communities here and in Lebanon. 
 
 
 
Thank you for the time and consideration. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Terry Bitar 
 
Founder &President 
Charity Donation Foundation, Inc. 
925 25th St NW, Washington DC 20037 
www.charitydonationfoundation.org 
Tbitar.charitydonation@gmail.com 
+1(202)938-7716 
 
 


